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An inaugural Summer 2021 cohort of 8
students from UW-Madison and outside
institutions studied a total of 7 different
less commonly taught languages from
around the world:  Lingala, Manding,
Javanese, Maa, Hmong, Nepali, Bahasa
Melayu. Their levels ranged from
elementary, intermediate, advanced, &
advanced+.

2 0 2 1  D E M O G R A P H I C S

The Language Program Office (LPO) was
launched by the International Division at UW-
Madison in Fall 2020 with the mission to
pursue opportunities to grow LCTL programs,
support innovative language instruction and
outreach, and host and create synergies among
its sponsored programs. It houses many of the
programs administered by the International
Division, including the Wisconsin Intensive
Summer Language Institutes (WISLI), Project GO
(Global Officer), the American Institute of
Pakistan Studies (AIPS), and several Regional
Flagship Languages Initiative (RFLI).

The LPO coordinates with other campus units
including academic departments which offer
summer intensive LCTLs, the Language
Institute, Area Studies Centers and affiliated
programs, the Division of Continuing Studies,
and International Academic Programs. The LPO
also works with external partners including
governmental and grant funding agencies.

V I S I T  O U R  S I T E :
M U L T I L A N G U A G E . W I S C . E D U

https://wisli.wisc.edu/
https://www.rotcprojectgo.wisc.edu/
https://multilanguage.wisc.edu/


The Department of African Cultural Studies
(ACS) provides research and teaching in the
languages and expressive cultures of Africa
and Africans around the world. The  Intensive
Summer Multilanguage Seminar program is
housed in ACS and was adapted from their
academic year-long version of the course to be
open to students pursuing self-directed
language study for any less commonly taught
global language. For the Summer 2021
Multilanguage program, ACS generously
provided stipends for language partners for
Multilanguage students studying rarely-
taught African languages, while the Language
Programs Office (LPO), the administrative
home of WISLI, provided similar stipends for
students pursuing non-African languages .
These language partners were critical to the
success of the Summer 2021 program.

Being part of the greater WISLI learning 
 community, Multilanguage students were
eligible to attend any public lecture, event, or
workshop hosted by WISLI for Summer 2021. This
included professional development events such
as the WISLI Student Conference and the Less
Commonly Taught Languages (LCTL) Virtual
Career Fair. In addition, Multilanguage students
were invited to attend any public events hosted
by any of the following five WISLI summer
language institutes: the Arabic, Persian, and
Turkish Language Institute (APTLI), Central
Eurasian Studies Summer Institute (CESSI), South
Asia Summer Language Institute (SASLI),
Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute
(SEASSI), and Summer Intensive Portuguese
Institute (SIPI).

Next Summer 2022's Intensive Summer
Multilanguage Seminar will run from June 20th
until August 12th, 2022.  Summer 2022
applications will open in mid-November. As this
is an online asynchronous course, students can
take part from anywhere. As language partners
are a crucial aspect of this program, applicants
are encouraged to seek out language partners
as they apply so that they have identified
individuals by the start of the course.

Students enrolled in this program may be eligible
to use a Foreign Language and Area Studies
(FLAS) award to pay their tuition and fees. Please
contact us at multilanguage@lpo.wisc.edu for
more information on what's available.
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